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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


May  l,  1953 
Letter  No,  559 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director; 

Here's  "background  on  the  wheat  situation,  "based  on  information  oh* 
tained  from  PMA  Administrator  Howard  H,  Gordon  who  talks  on  this  subject  at 
11  a.m.  CST  in  Amarillo. 

Agricultural  production  has  in  general  caught  up  with  the  post- 
Korea  demand,  and  in  some  important  cases  it  has  already  run  ahead  of  it. 
Current  needs  have  "been  met,  reserves  have  "been  rebuilt,  and  we  are  once 
again  up  against  the  problem  of  surpluses. 

A  return  of  production  and  marketing  controls  may  of  course  "be 
one  answer.    Nobody  likes  this,  hut  there  may  he  little  anyone  can  do  about 
it  until  there  is  an  opportunity  to  work  but  sounder  and  more  flexible  ways 
of  insuring  agricultural  stability.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  present  legisla- 
tion definitely  provides  for  allotments  and  quotas  when  supplies  reach 
specified  levels  in  relation  to  demand0 

Secretary  Benson  has  already  asked  Congress  for  authority  to 
start  getting  ready  now  for  possible  acreage  allotments  and  marketing 
quotas  on  the  135h  crops  of  cotton  and  wheat.    The  final  decision  has  not 
yet'  been  made  with  regard  to  either  crop.    However,  the  chances  that  con- 
trols will  be  necessary  are  strong  enough  so  that  the  Department  must  start 
the  preliminary  work  immediately 0 

:,.       The  .total  1953  crop  --  both  winter  and  spring  wheat  --  is  now 
estimated  by  BAE  at  a  little  more  than  one  billion  bushels.    Add  the  ex- 
pected .carry-over  of  about  575  million  bushels  of  old  wheat  on  July  1, 
and'  we  have  a  total  supply  of  around  1.6  billion  bushels  for  the:  1953-5^ 
marketing  year, 

..We  had 'd  near-record  crop  of  nearly  1.3  billion  bushels'  Of  wheat 
in  1952.    Exports  during  the  current  year  have  fallen  off  sharply  --  about 
150  million  bushels  below  last  year's  total e    These  are  the  main  reasons 
for  the  big  carry-over  this  year. 

Most  of  the  wheat  exported  from  the  United  States  this  year  has 
moved  under  the  International  Wheat  Agreement.    Prospects  for  continued 
effective  operation  of  the  International  Wheat  Agreement  can  be  regarded 
as  good. 
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Assuming  operations  under  an  effective  agreement  for  the  year 
ahead,  it  would  "be  reasonable  to  expect  exports  for  1953-5^  to  run  close 
to  300  million  bushels.    If  for  any  reason  the  wheat  agreement  were  not 
operative,  United  States  exports  could  be  expected  to  fall  off  rather 
sharply  unless  some  other  mechanism  were  substituted. 

On  the  basis  of  a  300  million  export  this  coming  year,  and  normal 
domestic  disappearance  a  little  short  of  TOO  million  bushels,  the  carry-over 
of  old  wheat  on  hand  when  the  new  crop  starts  coming  in  on  July  1,  195^? 
would  apparently  be  somewhat  larger  than  this  year       possibly  above  600 
million  bushels.    Add  a  big  195^  crop,  and  it  is  eaey  to  see  the  surplus 
situation  we  might  face. 

That,  briefly,  is  the  over-all  wheat  situation  as  the  Department 
sees  it  now.    And  that  is  why  we  are  facing  the  prospect  of  controls  on  the 
195^  crop  —  acreage  allotments  and  marketing  quotas. 

Here  is  the  way  the  legislative  provisions  work.    First,  a  figure 
representing  a  "normal  supply"  of  wheat  must  be  determined.    To  get  this 
the  domestic  consumption  for  the  current  marketing  year.  (1952-53)  is 
added  to  the  estimated  exports  for  the  next  marketing  year  (1953-5*0.  Then 
to  this  total  is  added  15  percent  as  an  allowance  for  carry-over  reserves. 
The  resulting  total  is  the  "normal  supply"  as  defined  in  the  legislation. 

To  determine  the  "quota  level"  —  the  level  at  which  the  Secretary 
is  required  to  proclaim  marketing  quotas  --we  add  20  percent  to  the  "normal 
supply"  figure . 

The  law  requires  a  decision  and  proclamation  on  wheat  marketing 
quotas  by  July  1  (and  July  15  for  acreage  allotments,  which  can  be  in  effect 
without  marketing  quotas).    If  quotas  are  proclaimed,  a  referendum  among 
all  wheat  producers  must  be  held  not  later  than  July  25.    Growers  must 
approve  quotas  by  at  least  a  two-thirds  majority  before  they  can  be  put 
into  effect.    If  they  fail  to  approve  proclaimed  quotas,  the  price  support 
level  for  that  year's  crop  drops  to  50  percent  of  parity. 

It  is  obvious  that  marketing  quotas  and  acreage  allotments  on  the 
I95U  crop  would  call  for  a  reduction  of  many  millions  of  acres  in  wheat. 
There  is  a  legislative  .limit. of  55  million  acres,  below  which  the  national 
acreage  allotment  cannot  go,  but  the  Department  might  have  to  come  down 
toward  that  figure  if  it  is  required  to  invoke  controls  for  next  year. 

There  is  one  very  immediate  problem  for  grain.  Department 
officials  are  worried  about  grain  storage  this  year.    The  situation  may  in 
general  be  almost  as  tough  as  it  was  in  19^9,  and  it  may  be  even  worse  in 
some  spots.    Stocks  of  corn  and  wheat  in  all "positions  are  very  high. 
Wheat  stocks  on  April  1  have  been  higher  than  this  year  only  once;  com 
stocks  only  three  times,  and  then  by  narrow  margins. 

The  CCC  still  has  more  than  100  million  bushels  of  wheat  in  its 
inventory.    In  addition,  more  than  k^O  million  bushels  of  the  1952  crop  are 
under  price  support.    Under  present  conditions,  it  seems  likely  that  the 
Department  will  have  to  take'  over  the  bulk  of  this  big  supply. 
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While  the  Department  is  going  to  do  everything  it  can  to  ease  this 
situation,  first  dependence  of  course  will  he  on  private  enterprise.  The 
Department  is,  however,  already  taking  preliminary  action  to  he  ready  to  do 
its  full  part  in  meeting  developments.    It  has  arranged  for  the  use  of  50 
ships  from  the  Maritime  Commission's  fleet  for  emergency  storage  In  the 
Hudson  River.    It  is  doing,  and  will  continue  to  do  all  it  can  to  keep  ex- 
ports going.    It  will  arrange  for  movement  of  stocks  within' the  country,  to 
help  provide  space  where  it  is  needed  most.    It  has  announced  a  "regaling" 
program  under  which  farmers  can  extend  their  CCC  loans  on  1952-crop  corn 
for  another  year.    It  is  also  surveying  all  possible  emergency  facilities, 
such  as  idle  warehouses  arid  hangars  of  the  military  services. 

European  EFD's  Arriving  Next  Week 

The  European  farm  radio  group  coming  to  this  country  under  Mutual 
Security  Agency  sponsorship  will  arrive  in  Washington  early  next  week.  As 
you  know,  NAEFD  is  cooperating  in  this  8-week  project,  which  will  give  these 
Europeans  training  and  experience  in  our  EFD  philosophy  and  techniques. 

At  the  moment  it  appears  there  will  he  12  Yugoslavians,  two 
Austrians,  and  two  Danes.    But  this  makeup  is  still  indefinite,  and  will 
he  so  until  they  actually  arrive.    For  two  segments  of  their  schedule  in 
the  U.  S.  the  group  will  he  broken  into  smaller  teams  and  farmed  out  to 
individual  Ej?D's.    Each  team  will  get  an  opportunity  to  observe  and  parti- 
cipate in  the  day-to-day  operations  of  an  EFD. 

Next  Thursday  the  Europeans  will  he  divided  into  six  groups  and 
turned  over  to  six  KFD's  for  the  period  May  9-20.    EFD 1  s  cooperating  during 
this  period  will  he  Wes  Seyler  WIBW,  Mai  Hansen  WCW,  Chris  Mack  WHAX,  Jack 
Jackson  KCMO,  Harold  Schmitz  EFEQ,  and  Chuck  Worcester  WMT. 

For  the  week  June  15-19,  six  more  EFD's  will  take  charge  of  the 
visitors:    Harry  Martin  WFBM,  Eric  Lund  WLVA ,  Barney  Arnold  WHAS,  Johnny 
Holmes  KLRA,  jay  Gould  WCWO,  and  Homer  Quann  WSVA. 

Milt  Bliss  and  Jerry  Seaman  are  arranging  for  the  group's  visit 
to  Chicago  May  22-23,  and  K#EFD  is  co-sponsor  of  an  International  Trade 
Seminar  to  he  held  in  Chicago  May  28-29  with  the  Europeans  participating. 
The  group  will  also  he  in  Houston  during  the  NAEFD  meeting  in  June.  We 
and  the  other  Department  folks  deeply  appreciate  the  fine  cooperation  that 
NARFD  has  given  to  this  project. 

Farm  Prices  Down  2  Percent 

Farm  prices  declined  2  percent  during  the  month  ending  April  15, 
BAE  reported  Wednesday  in  its  monthly  prices  report.    Price  declines  for 
milk  cattle,  onions,  and  potatoes  were  mainly  responsible  for  the  drop. 
These  were  offset  in  part  by  higher  prices  for  hogs,  lambs,  eggs,  and  rice. 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  declined  during  the  same  period,  but  only 
by  a  little  less  than  1  percent.    And  it  is  significant  that  most  of  the 
decrease  in  prices  paid  by  farmers  took  place  in  commodities  and  services 
that  are  also  produced  on  farms       feeder  livestock,  feed,  seed,  and  the 
farm  wage  rate. 


Wheat  Agreement  Signed 


The  United  Kingdom  is  the  onl3r  member  of  the  International  Vftteat 
Council  which  did  not  sign  the  proposed  new  International  Wheat  Agreement. 
The  other  U5  nations  had  signed  "by  Monday,  April  27,  the  last  day  for  sign- 
ing.   The  signers  include  hi  importing  nations  and  h  exporting  nations  — 
the  United  States,  Canada,  France  and  -Australia. 

Since  countries  accounting  for  more  than  50  percent  of  the  -wheat 
that  would  move  under  the  proposed  new  Agreement  have  signed,  the  pact  will 
he  open  for  ratification  by  the  Council  member  governments. '  (in  the  U.S. 
the  Agreement  must  he  ratified  "by  the  President  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate.)    If  governments  representing  at  least  50  percent  of  both  export 
and  import  quantities  record  their  ratification  "by  July  15,  the  new  ' 
Agreement  can  "become  effective  August  1, 

The  new  Agreement  is  for  3  years  and  has  a  price  .range  of  $2.05  a 
bushel  maximum  and  $1*55  minimum.    The  range  in  the  present  Agreement  is 
$1.80  maximum  and  $1.20  minimum.    The  present  Agreement  was  signed  in  19^9 
and  will  expire  on  July  31  of  this  year. 

The  failure  of  the  U.  K.  to  sign  the  new  Agreement  probably  means 
that  the  total  of  595,5^2,052  bushels  specified  by  the  Agreement  will  be 
adjusted  downward.    The  U.  K.  allotment  under  the  proposed  agreement  was 
177,067,939  buehels.    The  U.K.  decision  was  based  on  price.    On  April  9, 
after  a  majority  of  the  Council  had  agreed  on  terms,  the  British  delegate 
informed  the  Council  that  his  government  desired  a  renewal  of  the  Agreement, 
but  that  it  was  not- prepared  to  accept  a  maximum  price  above  $2.00. 

The  Farmer's  Share 


Here's  one  reason  for  not  always  blaming  farm  prices  whenever 
the  cost  of  good  goes  up: 

The  farm  value  of  the  ingredients  in  a  loaf  of  bread  averaged 
3.0  cents  in  1952  compared  with  a  postward  high  of  3e5  cents  in  19^7. 
The  retail  price  of  bread,  however,  has  increased  from  an  annual  average 
of  13,0  cents  per  pound  in  19^7  to  16.7  cents  in  1952,    The  farmer's  share 
of  the  retail  price  declined  from  27  percent  to  18  percent  during  this 
period. 

The  increase  in  the  price  of  bread  can  be  traced  largely  to  the 
higher  costs  of  baking.    Costs  of  milling  flour  and  of  transportation  also 
have  increased  but  these  items  are  of  lesser  importance  in  the  retail  price 
of  bread.    The  retail  margin  has  stayed  fairly  stable  in  this  period.  Here's 
the  breakdown  of  the  retail  price  of  bread  in  1952  (annual  average): 


Farmer's  share   

Transportation,  Storage  and  other.. 
Miller's  charges 
Bakers'  and  retailers'  charges 
Eetail  price  total 


3.0  cents 
.9 
•  7 
12.1 

ToTT 


Weekly  Package  TV  Feature 


We  have  now  sent  out  t.tie  'first  Tour  of  a  series  of  13  weekly 
package  television  features  to  a.  "test  panel"  of  TFD.'s,  as  part  of  the 
television  research  project  "being  carried  on  by,  this  office. 

The  purpose  of  the  series  is  to  'determine  w,ith  what  degree  of 
success  program  materials  can  "be  packaged  for  television  and  used  to 
disseminate  agricultural  information,  on  research,  economics,  and  recommended 
practices.    In  the  series  5. to.  7 -minute  weekly  agricultural  features  are 
prepared  for  testing  on  a  local  station  and  packaging  for  inclusion  in 
programs  such  as  many  farm  "TVers*"  are  now  doing.    At  the  same  time  the 
project  is  designed  to  test  a  "brief  weekly  presentation  of  agricultural 
news  with  the  possibility  that  some  of  those,  newscasts  with  visuals  may.  . 
also  "be  packaged  for  field  testing. 

Feature  packages  will  vary  in  content  with  each  show.    In  every 
case  they  will  contain  a  suggested  script  which  will  permit  the  inclusion  , 
of  local  aspects  of  the  story  if  the  user  wants  to  do  so.    Visuals  will 
range  from  semi -matte  8x10  still  pix,  16  mm  film  clips,  2x2  slides,  art 
work,  and  charts  to  suggested  demonstrations  with  live  visuals  available  in 
any  agricultural  community. 

The  "test  panel"  is  comp6sed  of  15  field  contacts;    "Doc"  .Ruhman, 
WBAp-TV;  Bruce  Eagon,  KOTV;  Harry  Mkrtin,  WFBM-TV;;  Mai  Hansen,  WOW-TV;  . 
Sandy  Saunders,  WKY-TV;  Derek  Rooke,  WMCT-TV;'  Craighton  Knau,  WOI-TV;  Glenn 
Lorang,  KHQ-TV;  Hamilton  Hintz,  McClatchy  Broadcasting,  Sacramento;  Jules 
Eenaud,  SCS,  Albuquerque;  Elton  Tait,  Perm  State;  Dick  Hickersonr  Texas  A 
&  M;  Horace  Tyler,  Purdue  University;,  and  J,  W,  Manchester,  Univ.  of  Maine. 

Upon 'completion  of  the  series,  field  contacts  will  be  asked  for  a 
report  on  the  use  made  of  the  packages  sent  them,  comments,  and  criticisms. 
The  results  of  the  entire  series  will  then  be  made  available  for  possible 
use  by  land-grant  colleges  and  USDA  as  an  aid  for  establishing  package 
program  services. 

Farm  Real  Estate  Market  Lower 

Farm  real  estate  values  drifted  moderately  lower  during  the  four 
months  ending  March  1,  1953,  according  to  BAE's  Farm  Real  Estate  Market 
report  for.  release  Monday,  May  k.    The  national  index  for  March  was  2  per- 
cent below  both  last  July  and  last  November,  and  1  percent  below  a  year 
earlier.    Significant  declines  occurred  in  19  states  --  most  of  them  in  the 
western  third  of  the  country.    Sharply  lower  prices  for  beef  cattle  were 
the  primary  reason  for  the  significant  drop  in  prices  of  grazing  land  in 
most  of  the  Mountain  and  Pacific  Coast  States. 

Compared  with  a  year  earlier,  individual  States  show  mixed  trends. 
Values  were  generally  lower  this  March  in  most  of  the  Western  States,  in 
Texas  and  in  scattered  States  elsewhere.    The  largest  area  showing  further 
increases  was  in  the  southern  States  from  Virginia  to  Louisiana, 
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Farm  Safety  Week  July  19-23 

President  Eisenhower  has  proclaimed  July  19-25,  1953,  as  National 
Farm  Safety  Week.    This  is  the  tenth  year  in  which  National  Farm  Safety 
Week  has  been  sponsored  by  tfce  National  Safety  Council  and  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  in  cooperation  with  tho  farm  safety  activities  of  States  and 
counties,  the  farm  organizations,  farm  press  and  radio,  and  many  other  groups 
interested  in  agriculture. 

In  1951,  the  last  year  for  which  estimates  are  available,  14,500 
farm  people  lost  their  lives  as  a  result  of  accidents.    This  number,  large 
as  it  is,  represents  a  reduction  of  one-fifth  from  the  estimated  annual  rate 
in  19^1»    Secretary  Benson  said  in  a  memorandum  this  week  that  "the  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  fatal  accidents  to  farm  people  is  in  great  measure  due  to  the 
concerted  efforts  of  organizations  throughout  the  country  which  have  helped 
to  create  safety  consciousness  among  farm  residents" 

And  we  might  add  that  one  of  these  important  factors  has  been  the 
efforts  of  EFD's, 

Cattle  Grade  Photos  for  TV 

PMA  recently  published  a  revised  chart  picturing  official  U.  S. 
standards  for  -grades  of  slaughter  cattle.    And,  as  a  service  to  stations 
doing  livestock  market  telecasts,  we  have  duplicated  the  pictures  of  these 
15  animals       that  is,  three  animals  typical  of  each  of  the  five  grades. 

Complete  sets  of  these  8x10  pictures,  along  with  PMA's  description 
of  each  grade,  are  being  sent  all  stations  known  to  be  doing  farm  tele- 
' casting.    If  youfre  doing  such  a  show  and  don't  receive  a  set  within  the 
next  few  days  or  want  more  than  one  set,  just  drop  us  a  line. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  May  9 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. .Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  EDT.    "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  my  9  show  will 
feature  a  salute  to  home  demonstration  clubs  in  observance  of  Home  Demon- 
stration Week.    It  will  include  pickups  from  West  Virginis,  New  Mexico, 
and  North  Carolina  with  club  women  from  those  states. 

ABC    American  Farmer.. ..Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00 
p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  V&y  9  feature  will  be 
an  interview  with  Paul  E.  Quintus,  Head  of  the  Fats  and  Oils  Division, 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  on  what  the  Department  is  doing  to  find 
greater  foreign  markets  for  farm  products. 

CBS  Eadio  Farm  News, ...Saturday  originating  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m. 
EDT  with  Claude  Mahoney.    The  May  9  show  will  feature  an  interview  with 
Robert  E,  Wester,  USDA  horticulturist  at  Beltsville,  on  the  condition  of 
Mr.  Wester' s  garden.    He  carries  on  experiments  in  his  home  garden. 

(Oif  course,  the  difference  between  standard  time  and  daylight 
saving  time  will  make  a  difference  in  listening  time  in  many  of  your 
areas. ) 
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Check  Pesticide  Eequlrements  Nov 

Production  of  pesticides  has  "been  cut  tack  "because  of  lack  of 
grower  demand.    The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  urging  farmers  to  check 
their  requirements  now  and  at  least  give  their  dealers  an  idea  of  what 
they  expect  to  need.    Department  entomologists  say  that  if  stocks  on  hand 
turn  out  to  "be  inadequate  to  control  a  developing  infestation,  many  farmers 
will  "be  in  trouble. 

Insecticide  and  fungicide  production  has  "been  depressed  for 
several  months,.    Production  hasn't  "built  up  as  it  usually  does  in  late 
winter  and  spring,  and  some  facilities  have  actually  suspended  production.. 
The  current  rate  of  production,  if  maintained,  would  not  "be  sufficient  to 
meet  estimated  requirements.    Manufacturers  have  been  discouraged  "by  a 
slow  demand  this  year  as  well  as  "by  poor  "business  last  year.    The  prolonged 
drought  last  year  prevented  many  insects  and  plant  diseases  from  developing 
serious  proportions  and  caused  a  poor  year  in  the  pesticide  trade. 

Retail  dealers  don't  ordinarily  stock  up  heavily,  and  most  of 
the  inventories  are  "back  of  the  retail  level  —  that  is  in  manufacturers' 
or  wholesalers'  hands.    A  Department  survey  indicates  that  perhaps  not 
over  5  percent  of  the  average  season's  requirements  are  held  at  the  retail 
level,  although  such  stocks  are  probably  greater  in  some  cotton  areas. 

If  the  amount  of  a  particular  insecticide  in  the  distributional 
system  should  turn  out  not  to  be  sufficient  to  control  an  infestation,  seme 
real  shortages  might  develop.    And  there  wouldn't  be  time  for  manufacturers 
to  fill  the  gap. 

We  don't  know  what  infestation  there  will  be       cr  when  —  or 
how  much.    But  plenty  of  insects  survived  the  mild  winter  and  now  provide 
a  potentially  serious  threat.    If  we  get  the  right  weather  conditions 
during  late  spring  and  early  summer,  serious  infestations  are  likely  to 
build  up.    For  example,  there  is  a  heavy  survival  of  boll  weevils  in  the 
Cotton  Belt  this  spring.    That  won't  mean  much  unless  we  get  moist  weather 
in  June  and  July  to  aid  their  development.    But  boll  weevils  are  a  big 
threat,  and  we  must  be  ready  for  them. 

European  corn  borer  populations  are  expected  to  be  about  what 
they  were  last  year       when  they  were  considered  light.    But  farmers  in 
Iowa,  Illinois,  Minnesota,  South  Dakota  and  Kentucky  should  be  on  the 
lookout  for  likely  heavier  infestation.    And  early  warm  weather  would 
favor  the  development  of  the  European  corn  borer. 

For  the  nation  as  a  whole,  no  widespread  damage  from  cropland 
grasshoppers  is  foreseen.    But  rangeland  grasshoppers  are  expected  to  be 
serious  in  some  areas.    Again,  weather  will  be  important. 

There  are  many  other  plant  insects  and  diseases       from  pea 
aphids  to  tobacco  blight       which  are  potentially  serious  should  the 
weather  be  right  for  them. 
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The  Department  is  urging  farcers  to  order  or  purchase,  in  ad- 
vance of  the  new  season,  sufficient  quantities  cf  pesticides  to  meet  at 
least  minimum  needs  this  year.    If  we  sre  to  have  enough  finished  pesti-  - 
cidal  products,  growers  and  retail  dealers  must  make  their  needs  known  by 
ordering  as  far  as  possible  in  advance  of  the  time  of  actual  use. 
Pesticide  prices  are  now  low       in  some  cases  "below  cost  of  production  — 
and  prices  are  more  likely  to  strengthen  than  they  are  to  decline  further. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention. . . . 

We  have  mailed  you  a  copy  of  Under  Secretary  Morse's  talk  "before 
the  National  Cheese  Institute  last  Tuesday  in  Chicago.    We're  mailing  to- 
day a  talk  by  PMA  Administrator  Howard  E,  Gordon  before  the  Grain  and 
Feed  Dealers'  Association  at  Amarillo  next  Monday, 

Secretary  Benson's  announcement  of  a  new  foreign  agricultural 
advisory . commit tee  has  been  mailed  to  you*    Also  a  release  on  the  VE 
disease  situation  as  of  Thursday. 


Cordially, 

j.j.  i  i  -  -  y 


c 


■ex. 


Enclosures: 

Pesticide  Situation  for  1952-53 
Agricultural  Cut look  Digest 
Statistical  Summary 


Ken  Gepen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


n 


€?/-,/ 


RFO  LETTER . 

To  JL 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service  ^ 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  padio  Farm  Director: 


May.  "8,  1953 
Letter  No.  56O 


An  exhibit  showing  the  results  of  research,  educational  end  service 
work  in  cotton,  from  field  to  fiber,  was  formally  opened  today  "by  Secretary 
Benson  in  the  patio  of  the  Department.    The  exhibit  was  developed  ."by  the 
Department  in  cooperation  with  the  National  Cotton  Council,  the  -American 
Cotton -Manufacturers  Institute,  and  other  cotton  groups.    It  is  a  part  of 
National  Cotton  Week  activities,  and  the  materials  in  it,  will-  be  used  in 
cotton  educational  work  throughout  the  year. 

At  the  formal  ceremony  today 9  a  silver  cup  was  presented  to  the 
Department  "by  the  family  of  Dr.  Seaman  A,  Knapp,  the  founder  of  farm  demon- 
stration work  in  this  country.    The  cup  was  presented  in  commemoration  of 
the  50th  anniversary  of  that  work.    Hon.  Clifford  E.  Eope,  chairman  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  others  joined  in  the  ceremony. 

1952  Cotton  Production 

BAE's  report  of  1952  cotton  production,  issued  today,  placed 
that  crop  at  15,136,000  "bales  of  50C  pounds  gross  weight.    That's  8,000 
"bales  less  than  1951  production  "but  3,361,000  above  the  10-year  average. 

New  PEA  Administrator 

-  EEA's  new  Administrator  began  his  duties  this  week.    As  most  of 

you  know,  he  is  ^ncher  Nelson,  recently  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Minnesota. 
He's  a  Hutchinson,  Minn.,  farmer  long  active  in  k-E  Club  work,  the  Farm 
Bureau,  farmer-cooperative  affairs,  and  conservation  organizations. 

Mr.  Nelsen  helped  organize  the  McLecd  Cooperative  Power  Associa- 
tion at  Glencoe,  Minn.,  and  is  director  and  vice  president  of  that 
Association,    He  has  been  vice  president  of  the  Minnesota  Electric. Coopera- 
tive, a  director  of  the  local  Farmers'  Cooperative  Elevator  Association, 
president  of  his  local  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company/  and  president 
of  the  Minnesota  Association  of  Mutual  Insurance  Companies.    He  served  in 
the  Minnesota  legislature  from  1935  to  1948, 

[CORD 


National  Corn  Picking  Contest  Oct.  2k 


Norman  Kr&eft  sends  word  that  the  fifth  annual  National  Corn 
Picking  Contest  will  he  held  on  a  farm  near  Bloomington,  III.,  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  2h,    The  official  announcement  was  made  by  Chuck  Worcester,  who  is 
president  of  the  new  association.    Norman  is  vice  president. 

The  National  Corn  Picking  Contest  Association  was  established 
recently  "by  10  radio  stations  to  coordinate  state  and  national  contests 
each  fall.    The  other  stations  represented  in  the  Association  --  "besides 
WMT  and  WGN       are  WIBC  Indianapolis,  WKZO  Kalamazoo,  KSTP  Minneapolis, 
KFEQ  St.  Joseph,  WOW  Omaha,  WRFD  Worthington,  KSOO  Sioux  Falls,  and 
WEKZ  Monroe,  Wisconsin,    Various  other  groups  and  individuals  are  also 
participating,  including  a  representative  of  each  manufacturer  of  mechan- 
ical corn  pickers. 

Contestants  will  he  Judged  on  efficiency  and  safety  factors  in 
getting  a  maximum  percentage  of  the  corn  out  of  the  field  in  good  storable 
condition.    The  purpose  is  to  promote  safety  in  the  corn  picking  operation. 

ICAC  to  Discuss  International  Cotton  Agreement . 

The  12th  Plenary  Meeting  of  the  International  Cotton  Advisory 
Committee  adjourned  here  yesterday  with  the  announcement  that  it  would 
"be  resumed  again  in  the  fall.    At  that  time,  the  Committee  will  discuss 
a  possible  international  cotton  agre'ement  —  similar  to    the  International 
Wheat  Agreement. 

This  will  he  the  first  time  that  the  ICAC  has  formally  discussed 
the  subject  of  an  international  cotton  agreement.    Delegates  will  discuss 
reports  from  different  member  governments  giving  their  opinions  a.s  to  the 
desirability  of  such  an  agreement. 

All  27  members  of  the  ICAC  were  represented  at  the  h -day  meet- 
ing which  just  closed,  and  eight  other  countries  had  observers  at  the 
meeting.    In  addition  5  international  agencies,  including  UN's  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organization,  were  represented.    The  delegates  voted  to  hold 
next  year's  13th  Plenary . Meeting  in  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil. 

Romeo  E.  Short,  Director  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 
headed  the  U,S«  delegation,  and  E.  D.  White  of  the  Mutual  Security 
Agency  was  associate  head.    Alternates  were  Fu  Marion  Rhodes,  Director  of : 
PMA's  Cotton  Branch,  and  Willard  0.  Brown  of  the  Department  of  State. 

The  ICAC's  27  members  account  for  about  8$  percent  of  the 
international  trade  in  cotton. 

European  RFD's  Arriving 

The  European  RFD  group  is  arriving  in  town  this  week.    We  had  a 
good  session  Wednesday  with  those  who  had  arrived,  and  found  them  to  be 
very  live,  thoughtful  individuals.    Others  are  still  coming  in,  so  we 
still  don't  know  exactly  what  the  makeup  of  the  group  will  be.    They  are 
being  divided  into  smaller  groups  and  sent  out  to  the  States  for  their 
first  period  of  training  and  observation  with  some  of  the  members  of  NARFD. 
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The  17th  Year   

The  periodical  cicada  will  make  its  noisy  appearance  in  the 
northeastern  United  States  late  this  month.    This  insect,  sometimes 
called  the  "17-year  locust/'  will. appear  suddenly  in  great  numbers  about 
the  last  week  of  May,    During  the  following  six  weeks  it  will  fill  the 
countryside  with  sound,  mate,  lay  its.  eggs  in  the  twigs,  and  pass  away 
as  suddenly  as  it  appeared. 

The  cicadas  which  will  appear  in  the  northeast  this  year  "belong 
to  "Brood  10.      Other  "broods  of  the  periodical  cicada  emerge  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  and  at  different  intervals,  but  Brood  10  is  the 
largest  and  most  widespread  "brood.    It  appears  every  17  years  in  much  of 
the  northeastern  quarter  of  the  country.    Its  last  appearance  was  in  193&. 
It  spends  the  intervening  years  in  the  ground. 

The  egg -laying  habits  of  the  female  can  cause  severe  damage  or 
even  destruction  to  young,  transplanted  trees  in  nurseries  and  orchards, 
and  some  damage  to  older  trees.    Orchard  trees  1  or  2  years  old  may  be 
protected  "by  covering  them  with  open-weave  cloth,  such  as  heavy  cheese- 
cloth, netting,  tobacco  shade  cloth,  or  the  cloth  used  to  cover  tobacco 
seedbeds  in  the  south.-  The  cloth  should  "be  put  in  place  as  the  cicadas 
begin  to  appear  and  should  remain  until,,  about  5  weeks  later,  when  most 
of  them  are  gone. 

Livestock  and  Meat  Situation 

The  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation,  released  this  week,  points 
out  that  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  since  January  1  has  averaged  about  a 
fourth  ahove  a  year  ago,  and  in  April  it  showed  an  even  larger  gain.  It 
will  continue  considerably  higher  than  last  year  though  probably  "by  a 
somewhat  smaller  percentage. 

Prices  of  stocker  and  feeder  cattle  declined  in  April  but  are 
still  in  a  rather  high  relationship  to  prices  of  fed  cattle.    A  more 
normal  spread  or  relationship  is  likely  to  develop  during  the  next 
several  months. 

Prices  of  fed  cattle  are  hardly  likely  to  recover  much  while 
marketings  are  at  a  seasonal  peak,  "but  may  show  some  seasonal  strength 
this  fall,    Stocker  and  feeder  prices  may  take  an  opposite  trend.  While 
probahly  fluctuating  considerably,  they  will  likely  move  seasonally  lower 
this  summer  to  a  somewhat  lower  level  this  fall  than  last  fall. 

Beef  Purchases 

The  Department  on  Wednesday  announced  the  purchase  of  193,000 
pounds  of  beef  under  the  Mutual  Security  Agency  export  program  for  Greece 
and  the  Section  32  beef  buying  program. 

The  week's  purchase  brings  the  total  "bought  with  Section  32 
funds  for  free  distribution  to  the  school  lunch  program  and  other  eligible 
outlets  to  903,000  pounds.    The  total  "bought  for  Greece  is  now  2,458,000 
pounds. 


Calling  to  Your  -Attention. . . . 


We  have  copies  of  Secretary  Benson's  statement  "before  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  Wednesday,  May  6,  on  Renewal  of  \,he 
Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements  Extension  Act  of  1951 »    Also  a  supplement 
to  that  statement  called  "Selected  Statistics  on  Foreign  Trade. "  We'll 
send  you  copies  if  requested.  ; 

We  mailed  you  Wednesday  a  summary  of  Under  Secretary  Morse's 
talk  "before  the  Women's  National  Farm  and  Garden  Association  at  Atlantic 
City.    Also  Dr.  A,  H.  Moseman's  talk  "before  a  farm  equipment  group  at 
Lincoln. 

Network-  Farm  and  Home  Shows  May  16, 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, . .Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  EDT.     "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  IVSay  16  feature 
will  "be  a  pickup  from  the  Gainesville,  Ga.,  Broiler  Festival  with  Under 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  True  D,  Morse  and  others. 

ABC  American  Farmer. , .Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00 
p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  May  16  feature  will 
"be  an  interview  with  G.  E.  Hilhert,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
and  Industrial  Chemistry,  on  some  new  USDA  developments  such  as  dextrin, 
flameproof  cotton,  etc. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News ...  Saturday  originating  3 '.30  to  3:^5  p.m. 
EDT  with  Claude  Mahoney-. 

Among  Ourselves. . . 

Maynard  Speece  was  in  town  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  this  week.  He 
did  a  series  of  recordings  in  the  Department  and  elsewhere  for  his  "RFD 
America"  and  other  shows. 

Ex-NARFD  President  Iayne  Beaty  writes  from  Fort  Worth  where  he 
is  spending  his  "home  leave"  "before  going  "back  to  Europe  for  MSA  this 
time  to  Paris.    Layne  said  he  and  the  family  had  visited  relatives  in 
Texas  and  Oklahoma  and  then  settled  in  an  apartment  in  Fort  Worth  for 
the  remainder  of  his  leave.    They'll  sail  from  New  York  May  22  for  Paris. 

Cordially, 

Enclosures:  \J  v* 

JijUrU    <XwJU    A  J  tv>iJ 
Farm  Real  Estate  Situation  ^  ^ 

President's  Proclamation  of  Farm         Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 

Safety  Week  Radio  and  Television  Service 

National  Farm  Safety  Week  Fact  Sheet 

P.S.  Just  heard  that  Clem  Lewis,  Extension  RFD  in  New  Jersey,  is  leaving 
just  as  soon  as  Sam  Reck  can  find  a  replacement.    If  you  know  of  any  possi- 
ble candidates,  Clem  and  Sam  would  like  to  hear  about  them.    Clem  will  "be- 
come show  manager  for  the  New  Jersey  Mid -Atlantic  Farm  Show,  which  is  "being 
organized  now  and  will  "be  held  in  Atlantic  City  next  December. 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


★  M      :  1S53 


-p.     „  ,  ;  |  1U. S-. CEPARTA1ENT OF AQRfCULTrwp  I 

Department  officials  are  very  much  concerned  about  the  grain 
storage  problem.    We  mailed  you  on  Tuesday  a  news  release  emphasizing  the 

JS  ^^f?  °      P°Sed  bj  thS  reCOrd  £upply  of  vheat  that  is  ^  prospect. 

ovL  a  ^-CrC£  "u5?**  iSSUed  tMs  Week  points  t0  a  ^53  wheat  crop  of 
over  a  billion  bushels. 

iv,  -u^f  1953  C°rn  storaSe  Problem  is  a  little  farther  away,  but 

Department  off icials  are  acting  now  to  anticipate  that  situation!  More 
OfVi^V  '  °°rn  storase  is  a  problem  that  must  be  met  on  the  farm. 

fZ  l  Urglng  farmers  t0  che^  right  now  on  their  probable  needs 

for  corn  storage  next  fall. 

fAv™,         They  are  calling  attention  to  the  reeealing  programs  under  which 
farmers  can  extend  their  CCC  loans  on  19*2-crdp  corn  and  oats  for  another 
IT"'    ResJall*€  is  aimed  at  relieving  the  pressure  on  transportation  and 

?Z     ™/t°^Se/a0ilitlG8>  and  at  keepine  corn  and  oats  on  farms  where 
xne  great  bulk"  of  these  grains  ultimately  will  be  used  for  feed, 

,  «E?y  serious  the  c°m  storage  problem  will  be  next  fall  will  de- 
f^t     ^  UP°n  thS  Si2e  0f  the  19^3  crop.    Stocks  of  corn  on  hand 
soS  £    T  Lry^8  700  nilli0n  bushels  or  more-    Corn  will  compete  to 
uZl         f  nith  Vheat  f  °r  availa^  borage  space  and  some  of  the 
arias         nG    storage  problems  are  expected  in  the  heavy  corn  producing 

of  Officials  say  there  is  no  shortage  of  materials  for  construction 

arefs  facilities  -  Plenty  of  lumber,  hardware,  etc.,  in  all 

Poult  Hatch  Below  Expectations 

.  _   Turkey  poult  production  for  the  3.953  season  to  May  1  was  19 
survev  il^F-  1&3tJe*s™>  according  to  B^E's  special  m  1  turkey  hatchery 
»  *  i  »tant  stat^.    Hatcheries  reported  that  they  had  produced 

than  in  ?J  ^  breSd  ^  28  Percent  less  n£ht  toed  poults  to  May  1 

than  m  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

drasticanIktLVePOrtS  show  that  turkey  production  is  being  curtailed  more 
to 1  tJftn+?rowe«  indicated  in  January.    .At  that  time  they  planned 
to  reduce  production  by  8  percent. 
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80  IFYE's  Leaving  Soon 

Another  large  group  of  "envoys  in  "blue  jeans"  will  "be  going  abroad 
soon  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  program. 
Eighty  young  people  -  mostly  former  U-E'ers  -  representing  36  States  and 
Alaska  will  leave  in  five  groups  next  month  for  2k  countries  after  spending 
several  days  in  Washington  for  orientation. 

To  help  you  arrange  for  interviews  -with  these  young  people,  we 
are  sending  you  a  roster  that  lists  the  delegates  "by  States,  sailing  dates 
and  the  country  to  "be  visited.    Everett  Bierman  of  the  National  k-U  Club 
Foundation,  who  supplied  the  rosters,  has  summarized  the  departure  of  these 
International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  delegates  as  follows: 

Nineteen  delegates  sail  June  12  from  New  York  aboard  the  S.S. 
Conte  Biancamanoj  27  sail  from  Montreal  June  16  on  the  Anna  Salen;  and 
29  from  New  York  June  2k  on  the  Georgic.    Under  two  new  exchanges,  three 
delegates  to  Ecuador  leave  by  plane  June  18  from  Miami;  and  two  delegates 
to  Japan  sail  from  San  Francisco  June  22  aboard  the  Fresident  Cleveland. 

We  are  also  sending  you  a  copy  of  a  recently  revised  IFYE  press 
and  radio  fact  sheet,  which  will  give  you  background  information  for 
interviews. 

Way  Opened  for  New  Castor  Bean  Hybrids 

Department  plant  breeders,  in  cooperation  with  the  Nebraska  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station,  have  opened  the  door  to  widespread  production 
of  hybrid  cast orbeans  that  in  field  tests  have  yielded  from  12  to  20  per- 
cent more  beans  per  acre  than  any  of  the  commercial  varieties  grown.  Key 
to  the  new  development  is  a  male -sterile  or  female  parent  line  --  one  that 
produces  only  female  flowers  --  discovered  in  Nebraska,  in  1950.    It  is 
known  as  N  ik^-k. 

Information  on  techniques  for  producing  hybrid  seed  for  farm 
planting  is  now  being  released  generally  to  seed  growers,  and  seedstocks 
of  the  female  parent  line  have  been  released  to  the  Oklahoma  and  Texas 
Seed  Stock  Foundations.    This  will  make  possible  a  quick  build-up  of  hybrid 
seed  supplies  for  planting  by  farmers  in  195^  and  later  years.    At  present 
only  very  limited  supplies  of  seed  of  one  commercial  hybrid  are  offered 
commercially. 

New  Raspberry  Developed  in  Oregon 

Canby,  a  new  red  raspberry  variety  with  unusually  good  qualities 
both  for  the  fresh  market  and  the  frozen  pack,  is  announced  by  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  Oregon  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Developed  in  cooperative  research  at  the  Oregon  Station,  the  new 
variety  produces  good  yields  of  berries  that  are  superior  to  other  commer- 
cial varieties  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  in  their  ability  to  retain  color, 
firmness,  and  texture  in  storage  and  in  freezing. 
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Blue  Tongue  Diagnoses  Expected  to  Spread 

Dr,  R.  A.  Alexander,  the  world's  leading  authority  on  the  sheep 
disease  "blue  tongue,  says  he  is  convinced  the  disease  has  been  in  Texas 
for  20  years  or  longer,  in  California  from  5  to  7  years,  and  in  Utah  for 
at  least  3  years.    He  says  further  that,  since  we  have  the  disease  in 
those  states,  it  is  difficult  to  "believe  that  there  isn't  similar  infec- 
tion in  neighboring  states  —  for  instance  New  Mexico  and  Idaho. 

Dr.  Alexander       Director  of  Veterinary  Services,  Union  of 
South  Africa  —  was  back  in  Washington  this  week  after  field  surveys  in 
California,  Utah,  and  Texas.    He  said  that  with  the  attention  now  "being 
given  to  "blue  tongue  in  this  country,  it  will  probably  be  diagnosed  in 
other  states  before  long. 

Blue  tongue  was  identified  in  the  U.  s,  for  the  first  time  this 
year.  Dr.  Alexander  made  the  identification  in  South  Africa  from  a  virus 
culture  collected  in  California.  He  came  to  this  country  April  20  to  ad- 
vise the  U.  S.  Government,  and  he'll  leave  Hew  York  M&y  21  to  return  home. 

There  are  no  active  blue  tongue  cases  right  now,  since  the 
symptoms  end  with  the  first  frost  of  winter.    The  virus  is  transmitted  by 
a  species  of  culicoides  (cue-ly  koy-deez)  which  becomes  inactive  during 
cold  weather.    This  insect  is  popularly  called  sandflies,  midgets,  punkies 
and  no-see-ums.)    However,  the  virus  is  being  carried  by  host  animals,  and 
the  disease  will  become  active  in  midsummer  and  continue  into  early  winter. 

With  present  knowledge,  blue  tongue  cannot  be  eradicated.  But  it 
can  be  controlled  --  by  vaccination.  Dr.  Alexander  and  his  associates  have 
produced  and  used  vaccines  with  good  results  in  South  Africa. 

American  scientists  know  how  to  make,  the  vaccine,  and  plans  are 
being  developed  to  produce  it  commercially.    The  vaccine  outlook  is  this: 
If  this  year  we  have  another  bad  blue  tongue  season,  like  the  one  Just 
past,  there  won't  be  enough  vaccine  yet  available.    But  in  195^  and 
succeeding  years  there  should  be  enough  to  take  care  of  all  needs. 

The  symptoms  of  blue  tongue  are  these:    The  animal  will  be  off 
color  and  off  feed  and  will  have  fever.    Later  there  will  be  swelling 
and  inflammation  of  the  nose,  tongue,  gums,  and  throat.    The  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  affected  parts  becomes  bluish  or  purplish.    The  exposed  parts 
often  bleed.    The  animal  becomes  stiff  and  lame. 

In  California  last  year  the  disease  appeared  in  flocks  totaling 
about  325,000  --  about  15,000  died.    Although  most  animals  recover,  the 
disease  takes  a  heavy  toll  through  losses  in  condition  --an  animal  can 
melt  to  a  skeleton  in  a  few  days.    It  also  causes  lamb  losses  —  a  lot 
of  "stiff  lamb"  disease  is  blue  tongue. 

These  losses  are  more  serious  economically  than  the  deaths 
caused  by  the  disease.    The  profit  from  fattening  lambs  is  small,  and  if 
a  disease  takes  the  top  15  percent  of  a  feeder's  gross  income,  he's  30on 
out  of  business. 
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It  would  be  hopeless  to  try  to  eradicate  "blue  tongue  disease  "by 
slaughter  of  infected  animals  since  it  cannot  be  detected  in  host  animals  — 
cattle  for  instance  carry  the  virus  "but  show  no  symptoms.    Further  study 
"will  "be  given  to  the  insect  that  transmits  the  disease  and  to  the  possi- 
bility of  getting  rid  of  "blue  tongue  "by  getting  rid  of  the  insect  carrier. 
The  disease  is  not  spread  by  contact. 

Early  Lamb  Situation 

Early  lambs  were  generally  in  good  condition  on  May  1,  but  their 
development  is  not  unif ormly  favorable,  according  to  BAE.    In  California 
the  early  lamb  crop  developed  reasonably  veil,  with  the  feed  supply  below 
average.    The  Texas  lamb  crop  is  above  earlier  expectations,  although  feed 
supplies  are  still  short  in  western  sections.    Lambs  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  are  in  generally  good  condition,  but  development  has  been  slow 
because  of  delayed  growth  of  pastures.    In  the  southeast  the  condition  of 
early  lambs  is  good,  and  progress  has  been  satisfactory  up  to  -May  1, 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  May  23 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. .  .Saturday  at  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EBT.     "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  Lfcy  23  feature  will  be  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  hog  disease,  vesicular  exanthema,  with  Dr.  M.  R.  Clarkson 
and  Ken  Gapen  of  USDA  and  Dr.  C.  D.  Van  Houweling  of  Chicago,  Assistant 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  American  Veterinary  Medical  Association 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .Saturday  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  May  23  feature  will  be  a  discussion  of 
"Helping  Small  Farmers  Farm  More  Efficiently,"  with  Dillard  B.  Lasseter 
of  the  Farmers  Heme  Administration  and  Jack  Towers.  » 

CES  Radio  Farm  News... Sat.  5:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EBT  with  Claude  Mahoney, 

Among  Ourselves 

A  special  package  on  the  periodical  cicada  or  "17  year  locust" 
went  out  to  five  contacts  this  week  as  part  of  our  experimental  TV  package 
series.    It  is  five  minutes  of  silent  footage,  a  suggested  script,  and  a 
new  bulletin.    If  there  are  others  who  could  use  this  package,  let  us  ■ 
knew.    We'll  send  one  to  you  as  soon  as  the  field  testers  return  them  to  us. 

Layne  Beaty  was  in  the  office  today.    He  has  wound  up  his  home 
leave,  and  he  and  the  family  will  be  off  in  a  week  for  the  MSA  assignment 
in  Paris. 

We're  attaching  briefs  of  two  talks  by  Secretary  Benson.  We've 
mailed  you  full  texts  and  also  Under  Secretary  Morse's  talk  tomorrow  at 
Gainesville,  Ga. 


Enclosures: 

Cutworms  in  the  Garden 
IF  YE  Fact  Sheet 


Cordially, 

v  1  S  ! 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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Excerpts  from  America :  A  Choice  Land,  a  talk  "by  Secretary  Benson  "before 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews,  New  York  City,  May  11,  1953. 

The  primary  concern  of  this  -Administration  is  the  general  welfare 
of  all  our  people.    Whatever  is  good  for  the  people,  ire  are  interested  in. 
We  vant  to  foster  it  -  we  want  to  encourage  it* 

My  primary  responsibility  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  the 
welfare  of  the  farm  people.    As  Secretary,  I  am  now,  and  I  always  will  be 
a  champion  of  the  farm  people,  believing  that  this  is  in  the  interests  of 
the  general  welfare,    Bwight  Eisenhower  did  not  become  President  and  I 
did  not  become  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  permit  an  agricultural  depression. 
I  pledge  to  the  farm  people  of  this  country  that  I  will  do  all  in  my  power 
to  develop  and  maintain  sound  economy  for  agriculture. 

It  is  vital  to  the  whole  Nation  that  we  work  to  make  our  agri- 
culture -~  and  again  I  mean  the  entire  agricultural  industry  --as  strong 
as  possible.    Agriculture  is  the  cornerstone  of  our  national  vitality. 

We  believe  that  our  agricultural  policy  should  aim  at  obtaining 
in  the  market  place  full  parity  of  farm  prices  and  income.    We  should  use 
necessary  government  programs  to  help  achieve  this  aim  —  but-  we  must  also 
recognize  that  the  objective  cannot  be  won  by  government  programs  alone. 

Farm  policies  and  programs  should  be  developed  through  effective 
teamwork  on  the  part  of  farmers,  farm  organizations,  the  processing, 
handling,  and  distributive  industry,  and  government.    In  the  last  analysis, 
farm  programs  should  be,  and  must  be,  made  by  the  Congress.    My  job  as 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  to  execute  the  laws  and  to  administer  the  pro- 
grams that  the  Congress  establishes  as  efficiently  and  effectively  as  I 
can.    I  shall  always  be  ready  to  help  the  Congress  by  means  of  advice  and 
consul,  and  by  presenting  factual  material ,  but  the  making  of  farm  programs 
is  a  legislative  function  not  an  executive  one, 

I  feel  sure  that  this  broad  policy  is  not  perfect,  because  it 
has  been  developed  by  imperfect  human  beings.    No  doubt  it  will  be  refined 
and  improved  with  the  passing  of  time.    Whatever  is  done  it  will  be  our 
objective  to  serve  the  welfare  of  the  farmers  --  and  I  mean  all  the 
farmers. 

Certainly  we  must  start  from  where  we  are  today  and  build  for  a 
better  tomorrow.    We  must  not  discard  present  farm  programs  until  we  have 
developed  better  ones.    But  better  ones  we  must  develop,  if  agriculture 
is  to  progress  and  prosper. 
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Excerpts  from  Forward  Together  in  Service:  an  Address  by  Secretary  Benson 
at  the  3^th  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Restaurant  Association.  Chicago, 
May  Ih,  1953 

There  are  four  keys  to  a  program  of  abundant  food  and  flourishing 
agriculture  in  this  country,  as  I  see  it: 

First:    The  country  should  be  prosperous  and  labor  fully  employed. 
Industrial  activity  should  be  at  a  high  level.    The  general  level  of  prices 
should  be  reasonably  stable. 

Second:    Research  and  education  should  be  promoted,  to  make  our 
farmers  and  our  food  trade  even  more  efficient  and  productive. 

Third:    Prices  should  be  relatively  free  so  as  to  provide  the 
flexibility  necessary  to  encourage  needed  changes  in  fam  production,  to 
facilitate  trade,  and  to  guide  and  encourage  full  consumption. 

Fourth:    There  should  be  price  supports,  storage  and  loans  for 
farm  products,  comparable  with  the  minimum  wage  and  the  employment  insur- 
ance for  labor,  as  a  protection  against  the  undue  hardship  to  both  farmer 
and  consumer  which  comes  from  widely  fluctuating  production  and  resulting 
price  changes. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  title  to  about  250  million 
bushels  of  corn.    Some  people  call  this  a  surplus;  if  our  price  support 
lavs  permitted,  this  corn  could  be  transformed  into  nutritious,  highly 
prized  and  highly  palatable  meat,  milk  and  eggs.    Just  10  more  pounds  of 
meat  per  person,  7  percent  more  than  we  are  now  eating,  and  this  seeming 
"surplus"  would  disappear.    This  would  be  a  per  capita  supply  about  in 
line  with  what  we  had  k$  years  ago,  before  World  War  I,    Consumers  may 
content  with  some  Justification  that  they  are  entitled  to  as  much  meat 
as  their  grandfathers  had. 

On  July  1  we  will  carry  over  575  million  bushels  of  wheat,  far 
in  excess  of  normal.    If  our  price  support  laws  permitted,  a  part  of  this 
stock  could  move  into  export  and  into  use  as  feed,  and  the  necessity  of 
restricting  wheat  acreage  could  be  avoided. 

The  fact  is  if  each  family  were  to  eat  -  pound  more  butter  per 
week,  there  would  be  no  government  purchase  program  on  this  commodity. 

I  invite  a  re -examination  of  the  idea  that  the  way  for  farmers 
to  have  more  is  to  produce  less.    If  we  concentrate  on  stabilizing  the 
general  economy  so  as  to  avoid  inflation  and  deflation  and  if  we  apply 
ourselves  to  making  the  voluntary  system  function,  then,  I  believe,  the 
decisions  on  what  to  produce  can  safely  be  left  to  farmers  and  decisions 
on  what  to  consume  can  be  entrusted  to  consumers. 

I  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly  my  firm  conviction  that  the  solu- 
tion to  the  problem  of  insuring  a  sound  and  stable  agriculture  does  not  rest 
with  farmers  alone.    It  should  -  and  it  must  -  involve  the  efforts  of  the 
entire  food  industry,  producers,  processors,  wholesalers,  retailers,  and 
the  public  feeding  industry. 
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RFO  LETTE< 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


May  22,  1953 
Letter  No,  562 


Next  Tuesday  (my  26)  is  going  to  be  a  big  day  at  Beltsville,  Mi.  - 
where  the  Department  of  -Agriculture  has  its  big  Agricultural  Research  Center. 
On  that  day  President  Eisenhower  is  scheduled  to  visit  the  Center  to  see  for 
himself  some  of  the  latest  developments  in  plant  and  animal  experiments. 

The  President  will  be  at  Beltsville  for  a  luncheon  and  inspection 
tour  at  the  invitation  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson.    He'll  see  the 
work  to  develop  dairy  cattle  with  tolerance  for  warm  climates  with  the  use 
of  Bed  Sindhi  cattle  from  India,    You'll  recall  that  this  experiment  was 
begun  in  19^6  in  an  effort  to  breed  cattle  better  adapted  to  summer  condi- 
tions on  the  Gulf  Coast, 

He'll  see  the  Beltsville  Small  White  Turkey  and  demonstrations 
of  research  on  poultry  meat  and  egg  quality.  He'll  see  some  of  the  work 
being  done  to  control  insects...  and  to  control  plant  growth  with  light. 
He'll  see  an  exhibit  of  new  and  improved  uses  of  farm  products  resulting 
from  research  and  many  other  new  developments. 

Following  the  tour,  the  Beltsville  scientists  will  sit  down  with 
the  President  to  a  special  noon  luncheon.    This  meal  will  begin  with  orange 
juice  made  from  the  newly  developed  orange -juice  powder.    It  will  include 
roast  beef  from  the  twin-calf  feeding  trials... and  baked  ham  from  a  new 
meat-type  hog.    Also  on  the  menu  are  potato  salad,  lettuce,  and  fresh 
strawberry  pie  --  all  from  the  produce  of  new  plant  varieties  developed  by 
the  Department.    There'll  be  asparagus  grown  under  improved  methods  of  in- 
sect control,  and  onions  from  new  hybrid  varieties. 

The  President  will  also  get  a  chance  to  try  many  of  the  new 
specialty  foods  developed  by  the  Department,  such  as  potato-chip  bars, 
honey-fruit  spread,  swiss  cheese  from  pasteurized  milk,  whey  cheese  spread, 
and  many  others. 

Anyway,  that's  the  reason  for  all  the  excitement  at  Beltsville, 

Delegation  Named  for  International  Dairy  Congress 

The  U.  S.  delegation  to  the  Thirteenth  International  Dairy 
Congress  to  be  held  June  22-26  in  The  Hague,  Netherlands,  was  named  today. 
It's  a  15-person  delegation  headed  by  R.  E,  Hodgson,  assistant  chief  of  ' 
the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry, 


-  2  - 


•Army  Switches  to  Dextrin 

You  may  have  noticed  in  the  news  a  few  days  ago  an  announcement 
by  the  U.S.  Army  that  it  is  switching  from  the  use  of  "blood  plasma  to  the 
chemical  dextran  in  emergency  treatment  of  injured  persons.    But  what  the 
story  didn't  say  is  that  the  commercial  production  of  dextran  was  made 
possible  "by  a  "bottle  of  spoiled  root  "beer. 

It  all  happened  like  this:    About  10  years  ago  a  "bottle  of 
spoiled  root  "beer  was  sent  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Northern 
Regional  Laboratory  at  Peoria,  Illinois,  for  examination.    The  scientists 
there  discovered  the  cause  of  spoilage  to  be  the  bacteria  which  produce 
dextran.    So  they  applied  these  bacteria  to  dextran  production. 

Dextran  has,  of  course,  been  Imown  for  several  years,  but  it  took 
the  Department's  recent  work  in  collaboration  with  others  to  show  that 
dextran  is  the  best  material  known  to  make  our  blood  bank  and  blood  plasma 
go  further.    And  now  the  Army  has  decided  to  switch  over  to  it  --  to  use 
it  instead  of  blood  plasma. 

Dextran  is  produced  from  cane  sugar,  with  the  help  of  the 
special  bacteria.    And  the  bacteria  discovered  in  that  bottle  of  spoiled 
root  beer,  have  become  the  strain  adopted  as  standard  by  all  United  States 
dextran  producers. 

The  Army's  action  does  not  in  any  way  reduce  the  continuing 
civilian  and  military  need  for  whole  blood. 

Demand  and  Price  Situation-For  Release  May  26,  A.M. 

Cash  receipts  from  sales  of  farm  products  in  the  first  k  months 
of  1953  were  about  2  percent  below  a  year  earlier       and  are  expected  to 
continue  below  a  year  earlier.    Costs  also  are  expected  to  be  down  a 
little,  but  the  net  income  realized  by  farm  operators  in  1953  will  be 
down  about  a  billion  dollars  from  the  1^.3  billion  of  last  year. 

Appropriation  Bill  Passes  House 

The  Agricultural  Appropriation  Bill  for  the  fiscal  year  195^ 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  Wednesday  by  a  vote  of  384-12.  Now 
it  goes  to  the  Senate, 

The  Bill,  as  passed  by  the  House,  provides  for  direct  appropria- 
tions of  $714,97*+, 828;  loan  authorizations  of  $3^7,500,000;  and  corporate 
funds  (authorization  to  use  from  corporate  funds  for  administrative  ex- 
penses) $21,005,000. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  May  30 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour... Sat.  at  1:00  to. 1:30  p.m.  EDT. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .Saturday  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News ...  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EDT.    A  report 
on  the  President's  inspection  trip  to  Beltsville. 
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Animal  Fats  Suitable  for  Tin-Plating  Process 

The  Department  announced  this  week  that  animal  fats  such  a3 
lard  and  tallow,  when  slightly  modified,  ©re  satisfactory  tinning  oils 
for  the  "hot-dip"  tin-plating  cf  steel  sheets.    They  may  "be  substituted 
for  palm  oil,  now  imported  for  this  process. 

This  discovery  results  from  research  by  the  Armour  Research 
Foundation  of  the  Illinois  Institute  of  Technology  (in  Chicago) ,  in 
collaboration  with  USDA's  Eastern  Regional  research  Laboratory  at 
Philadelphia.    It's  a  part  of  a  continuing  research  program  aimed  at 
finding  new  uses  and  wider  markets  for  surplus  and  waste  farm  products. 

Development  of  a  satisfactory  tinning  oil  from  commercial 
grades  of  grease  and  twllow  results  in  three  important  advantages.  It 
provides  a  cheaper  tinning  oil.  creates  a  ready  potential  market  for  sur- 
plus fats,  and  reduces  dependence  on  palm  oil  imports  during  national 
emergencies.    About  15  million  pounds  of  palm  oil  are  now  imported 
annually  for  tinning. 

Farm  Rgdio  in  Europe 

Thoughts  from  Ex-I^-RFD  President  Layne  Beaty,  taken  from  a 
letter  to  Dane.  Reynolds: 

"There  is  no  commercial  aspect  to  farm  radio  anywhere  in  Europe, 
as  far  as  I  know.    Otherwise,  farm  radio  embodies  basically  the  same 
principles  here  as  it  does  in  the  U.S.,  pretty  largely,  I  suppose,  be- 
cause the  seeds  here  have  been  planted  by  Americans  familiar  with  the 
techniques  at  home. 

"The  uneasy  and  reluctant  flow  of  usable  information  from  farm- 
ers and  experts  alike  is  not  much  different  from  what  the  pioneer  RFD's 
at  home  dealt  with  in  the  early  years.    So  far,  the  informal  manner  has 
not  come  into  its  own  in  farm  broadcasting  here,  and  wit  and  humor  on 
information  programs  is  virtually  unknown." 

As  you  know,  Layne  has  been  assigned  to  Greece  for  the  past  two 
years.    He's  on  his  way  to  his  new  MSA  assignment  in  Paris. 

Trade  and  Tariff  Report 

The  Public  Advisory  Board  for  Mutual  Security  is  mailing  each 
of  you  a  copy  of  its  report  on  "A  Trade  and  Tariff  Policy  in  the  national 
Interest"  presented  to  President  Eisenhower.    The  report  warns  that  "if 
this  country  does  not  soon  take  measures  to  facilitate  and  increase  in 
imports,  U.S.  exports  will  decline  and  American  industry  and  agriculture 
will  be  seriously  affected.    Moreover,  it  found  certain  U.S.  trade  policies 
to  be  in  conflict  with  U.S.  foreign  policy,  and  recommended  10  steps  to 
encourage  imports. 
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The  Feed  Situation 

Stocks  of  corn,  oats,  and  "barley  in  all  positions  on  April  1 
totaled  61.9  million  tons       6.6  million  •cons  above  that  date  a  year 
earlier.    BAE's  Feed  Situation,  released  today,  reports  that  these  stocks 
were  also  above  the  19^7-51  average  but  3  to  4.5  million  tons  "below  the 
April  1  stocks  reported  in  19^9,  1950,  and  1951. 

The  increase  in  stocks  over  last  year  reflects  a  little  larger 
supply  of  feed  grains  on  hand  last  October  1,  and  a  smaller  disappearance 
during  the  months  October  through  March.    In  relation  to  the  number  of 
grain-consuming  livestock  to  be  fed  during  the  1952-53  season,  April  I 
stocks  per  animal  unit  were  about  15  percent  larger  than  last  year. 

Among  Ourselves 

Bob  Crom  of  this  office  was  in  Cashiers,  IL  C,  on  Wednesday  of 
this  week  to  participate  in  a  regional  conference  of  information  and  educa- 
tion personnel  from  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service  and  state  forestry  services 
in  12  southern  states.    One -half  day  of  the  three -day  meeting  was  devoted 
to  discussion  of  the  use  of  television,  and  Bob  went  down  at  the  request 
of  the  Forest  Service „ 


Bob  reports  that  those  who  had  used  TV  said  the  greatest 

cooperation  they  had  received  came  fromRFD's  and  TFD's  in  their  states. 

They  say  television  is  becoming  more  and  more  valuable  as  a  means  of 
doing  public  education  work  in  forestry. 

Dick  Cech  is  in  from  Iowa  state  College  this  week  reviewing 
with  us  the  two  years  of  television  work  just  completed  at  Iowa  State 
under  cooperative  agreement  with  the  Department  under  the  Research  and 
Marketing  Act  program. 

Another  Iowa  stater  --  C.  E.  (Dutch)Elder  --  was  in  this  week 
to  receive  a  Department  of  Agriculture  Superior  Service  Award.    Dutch  was 
honored  "for  leadership  in  developing  and  coordinating  information  work; 
for  initiative  in  organizing  a  college -owned  radio  and  television  station 
for  the  purpose  of  disseminating  extension  and  research  achievements  to 
the  public."    May  we  add  our  congratulations. 

We  also  saw  Lisle  Longsdorf  of  Kansas  State  this  week.  Lisle 
has  just  returned  from  Iran  where  he  served  on  a  team  of  USDA  and  state 
extension  workers  in  an  extension  training  program.    He  worked  primarily 
on  the  information  aspect  of  the  program. 

Cordially, 

Enclosures:  P  I  ,  . 

■Garden  Fact  Sheet  '       - v  ^       ^  '  /  ^  c 

Statistical  Summary  Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


TTACEM8HT 


_  R  - 


Excerpts  from  "We  Shall  Not  Bury  the  Talents,"  an  Address  "by  Secretary  Benson 
"before  the  18th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Delta  Council,  Cleveland,  Miss.,  Kay  21, 
1953. 

The  primary  concern  of  this  Administration  is  the  general  welfare 
of  all  our  people.    Whatever  is  good  for  the  people,  ire  are  interested  in. 
We  want  to  foster  it  —  we  want  to  encourage  it. 

%  primary  responsibility  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  the 
economic  stability  and  welfare  of  the  farm  people.    As  Secretary,  I  will 
always  work  for  the  good  of  the  farm  people,  believing  that  this  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  general  welfare. 

Let  me  make  this  one  point  clear:    It  shall  ever  "be  my  purpose  to 
do  all  in  my  power  to  help  develop  and  maintain  a  sound  economy  for  agri- 
culture —  in  the  South,  the  North,  the  East,  and  the  West. 

...  we  have  some  very  immediate  problems  to  face.    With  lower 
cotton  exports,  no  sizeable  increase  in  domestic  consumption  and  carry-over 
reserves  rebuilt,  it  was  evident  early  in  our  consideration  of  cotton  problems 
that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  avoid  the  accumulation  of  burdensome, 
price -depressing  surpluses.    Therefore,  we  called  on  farmers  to  reduce  their 
1953  cotton  plantings  by  about  18  percent  below  those  for  1952. 

This  adjustment  would  be  voluntary.    That  is  the  way  we  would 
like  it  and  the  way,  I  an  convinced,  farmers  prefer  to  do  it.    But  cold, 
hard  facts  indicate  that,  if  this  year's  cotton  crop  is  as  large  as  the  1952 
crop,  we  will  head  directly  into  a  situation  where  proclamation  of  marketing 
quotas  for  the  195^  crop  would  be  unavoidable. 

I  em  seriously  concerned  about  the  level  of  farm  income  and  the 
prices  of  many  important  commodities, .. .the  farmer  is  being  squeezed  between 
falling  prices  and  high,  rigid  costs.    This  is  our  number  one  problem  in 
agriculture.    All  forces  in  agriculture  --  producers,  processors,  handlers, 
and  government  -  must  unite  in  a  common  effort  to  maintain  a  prosperous 
farm,  economy. . . 

The  problem  of  farm  prosperity  and  price  stability  has  not  yet 
been  solved.    The  programs  of  the  past  20  years  have  struggled  with  the 
problem,  but  they  have  not  solved  it.    World  War  II  and  the  Korean  emergency 
have  created  a  false  impression  of  the  effectiveness  of  existing  farm  pro- 
grams, 

I  have  been  rather  critical  of  some  of  our  present  farm  programs. 
But  this  is  not  because  I  think  present  programs  give  the  farmer  too  much, 
Wo,  my  concern  is  that  they  give  the  farmer  too  little. 

They  give  the  farmer  too  little  because  they  do  not  build  markets 
to  put  products  into  use  at  fair  prices. 

They  give  the  farmer  too  little  because  they  do  not  permit  desir- 
able adjustments  to  take  place  in  our  farm  economy  which  will  place  the  farmer 
on  a  sounder  footing. 
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They  give  the  farmer  too  little  "because  they  fail  to  provide 
adequate  incentive  for  self -initiative  and  self-help  upon  the  part  of  the 
grower,  the  handler,  the  processor,  and  the  end  distributors. 

They  give  the  farmer  too  little  "because  at  times  they  price 
such  commodities  as  wheat  and  cotton  out  of  world  markets. 

They  give  the  farmer  too  little  "because  they  tend  to  hold  a  price 
umbrella  over  synthetic  and  substitute  products  which  in  turn  take  over 
our  farm  markets. 

Now  what  I  have  just  said  dees  not  mean  that  I  "believe  we  should 
scrap  our  present  farm  programs,..  Instead  we  must  start  from  where  we  are 
and  "build  on  the  experience  of  the  past...  Today  we  are  administering  the 
present  programs  to  the  "best  of  our  ability,  even  though  we  feel  that  they 
are  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  1953.         fe©l  that  we  must  keep  the 
present  programs  until  we  can  find  "better  ones  to  take  their  places. 

But  "better  ones  we  must  find  if  the  American  farmer  is  to  "be 
prosperous.    We  must  think  in  terms  of  more  efficient  production,  "better 
quality  for  our  products,  short  cuts  in  moving  farm  products  from  the 
farm  to  the  consumer,  new  uses  for  farm  products,  more  nutritious  meals 
on  the  -American  table,  and  expanded  foreign  trade.    We  must  devise  new 
programs  which  insure  adequate  income  and  price  stability  and  at  the  same 
time  provide  Incentives  for  progress. 


RFO  LETTm 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


May  29,  1953 
Letter  No.  563 


The  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  cooperating  groups,  are  moving 
steadily  ahead  to  combat  the  threatened  shortage  of  storage  to  handle  com 
supplies  this  fall.    With  the  estimate  on  carryover  stocks  of  old  corn  now 
raised  to  the  near-record  level  of  around  800  million  bushels,  before  the 
1953  crop  is-  harvested,  Department  officials  expect  a  very  tight  shortage 
situation  in  some  areas. 

They  feel  that  increased  farm  storage  for  corn  offers  the  most 
practical  approach  to  the  job  of  seeing  that  adequate  facilities  are 
available  in  time.    Farmers  will  need  storage  to  be  in  position  to  stabi- 
lize the  marketing  of  the  1953  corn  crop,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the 
government  loan  and  purchase  agreement  price  support  program. 

Farmers  who  have  1952-crop  corn  under  the  price  support  program 
will  be  urged  to  re-seal  and  hold  it  for  an  additional  year/  If  they  do 
so,  they  will  earn  a  storage  payment  of  13  cents  a  bushel  when  they  de- 
liver the  corn  to  CCC  next  year.    This  will  go  a  long  way  toward  paying 
for  additional  farm  storage  facilities.  ^ 

-        _      AlW  farmer  ^ho  might  have  difficulty  in  arranging  to  finance 
through  normal  local  credit  agencies,  can  borrow  from  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation,  up  to  80  percent  in  most  states  of  the  cost  of  buy- 
£^  °*  bu,ildine  nev  fam  ^orage  facilities.    Interest  on  these  farm 
facility  loans  is  at  the  rate  of  h  percent  a  year,  and  the  borrower  has 
tour  years  in  which  to  pay  them  off.    The  loans  are  available  through 
local  lending  agencies  or  from  PMA  county  committees. 

tefl^f    *    The  storage  problem  is  expected  to  be  especially  serious  in  the 
J       ?rn  Belt'    F°r  that  reason>  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson 
Zl  six-state  conference  at  Des  Moines  next  Wednesday  (June  3)  to 

consider  the  problem  and  develop  plans.    State  agency  and  farm  organiza- 
*™  representatives  are  invited  from.  Iowa    Nebraska,  South  Dakota , 

Minnesota,  Illinois,  and  Missouri.  • 

ao  .  State  representatives  of  farm  organizations,  departments  of 

^gricuiture  and  markets,  extension  services,  and  Production  and  Marketing 
committees  will  take  part  in  the  conference.    They  will  canvass  the 
situation  and  needs,  and  make  plans  for  the  most  effective  steps  to  secure 
the  increases  in  farm  storage. 


True  D.  Morse,  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture;  John  E.  Davis, 
President  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation;  and  other  representatives 
of  the  Department  \rill  attend  the  meeting.    They  will  outline  the  facts  - 
of  the  general  situation  as  known  at  this  time,  and  help  to  develop  a 
coordinated  program  to  get  additional  farm  storage  this  year. 

Any  KFD  who  programs  for  farmers  in  Iowa.,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota, 
Minnesota f  Illinois,  or  Missouri  vrho  wants  to  attend  this  meeting  is  in- 
vited to  do  so.    It  will  "be  held  at  the  Savery  Hotel  in  Des  Moines, 
Wednesday  at  9:30  a.m.    C.  R,  "Dutch"  Elder  of  Iowa  State  College  will 
help  with  the  information  arrangements  and  Herb  Pl^mbeck,  RFD  at  WHO, 
will  help  Elder  handle  the  radio  phases. 

Secretary  Benson  at  Omaha  June  11 

Secretary  Ezra  Taft  Benson  will  address  the  6kth  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  fiebr&eka  Stock  Growers  -Association  on  June  11  at  the  Fontenelle 
Hotel  in  Omaha.    Mr.  W,  A,  Johnson,  secretary  ^treasurer  of  the  Association, 
expects  to  hold  a  news  conference  at  the  hotel  that  morning. 

Cheddar  Cheese  for  Louisiana  Flood  Belief 

The  Department  announced  on  Thursday  a  Section  32  distribution 
of  up.  to  35  million  pounds  of  Cheddar  cheese  for  the  coming  months.  The 
first  carlot  shipment  will  "be  made  immediately  for  the  assistance  of  flood 
victims  in  the  St.  Charles,  La. , "area. 

The  Superintendent  of  Education  in  Louisiana,  who  handles  dis- 
tribution of  Section  32  commodities  within  that  State, 'has  "been  authorized 
to  send  this  cheese  to  the  flood  area       as  well  as  other  available 
commodities  provided  under  previous  Section  32  programs  such  as  nonfat 
dry  milk  solids  and  "butter. 

The  35  million  tons  is  for  nationwide  distribution  during  the 
remainder  of  1953  and  the  first  months  of  195^,    This  cheese  was  acquired 
under  the  dairy  price  support  program  and  will  he  donated  to  school  lunch, 
charitable  institutions,  and  other  eligible  outlets. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  June  6  .  r 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, . .Saturday .at  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EDT.     •'USDA  Headlines  from  Washington,    The  June  6  show  will  include  a 
June  Dairy  Month  feature  to  originate  in  Washington  and  Chicago.  Lloyd 
Geil  of  the  National  Dairy  Council  and  Arthur  L,  McWilliams  of  the  Chicago 
Pure  Milk  Association  will  appear  on  the  Chicago  portion. 

ABC  American  Farmer. . .Saturday  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT,  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA,    The  June  6  program  will  include  a  June  Dairy 
Month  feature  from  Washington  on  "Dairy  Utilization  and  Production"  with 
Herbert  C.  Kriesel  of  BAE,  and  Jack  Towers, 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News. . .Saturday  at  3:30  to  3:1+5  p.m.  EDT  with 
Claude  Ma honey. 
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Re -Seal  program  for  1952 -Crop  Wheat  in  8  States 

A  "re -seal"  program  for  1952-crop  wheat  was  announced  this  week 
"by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  States  of  Minnesota f  Montana, 
Worth  Dakota,  South.  Dakota.  Colorado,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  Wyoming.  It 
enables  farmers  in  those  States  to  obtain  a  one-year  extension  of  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  loans  on  farm-stored  wheat,  and  to  convert  purchase 
agreements  into  loans  for  the  extended  period. 

The  "re -seal"  program  is  being  made  ays  liable  in  these  eight 
States  because  of  the  unusually  large  quantities  of  1952-crop  wheat  under 
farm  storage  loans  and"  purchase  agreements  in  these  States  and  because  of 
the  favorable  climatic  conditions  for  extending  the  period  of  farm  storage. 

We've  mailed  a  more  detailed  statement  to  RFD*s  in  the  affected 

States. 

Forest  Fire  Prevention 

With  the  spring  fire  season  beginning  and  more  re creationists 
using  the  national  forests,  the  Forest  Service  this  week  issued  a  plea 
that  citizens  "be  careful  with  fires  in  the  forest." 

During  1952,  Forest  Service  fire  fighting  crews  suppressed  a 
total  of  11,965  fires.    Of  these,  7,021  were  caused  by  man.  Man-caused 
fires  burned  211, COO  acres  last  year  with  an  estimated  damage  of  $2,85^,692. 

To  prevent  forest  fires  the  Forest  Service  urges  people  to  break 
matches  in  two  before  discarding;  to  crush  out  their  cigarettes  in  mineral 
soil  or  rock  if  they  are  on  a  trail,  or  to  use  their  automobile  ashtrays 
if  they  are  driving  through  the  forests;  to  make  sure  their  campfires  are 
dead  out;  and  to  burn  trash  only  early  in  the  morning,  in  the  evening,  or 
when  the  ground  is  wet. 

Bread  Fortified  with  Soy  Flour 

The  use  of  high-protein  soy  flour  for  enriching  bread  may  help 
to  improve  the  -American  diet,  according  to  Department  findings.  Chemists 
at  the  Northern  Research  Laboratory  in  Peoria,  111.,  have  shown  that 
bread  with  satisfactory  physical  properties  can  now  be  produced  using 
high-protein  soy  flour  to  improve  nutritional  value.    Soy  flour  is  a  rich 
and  relatively  low-cost  source  of  protein. 

USDA  Beef  Purchases 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  on  Thursday  a  purchase  of 
700,000  pounds  of  frozen  carcass  beef  for  export  to  Greece.    No  beef  was 
purchased  under  the  Section  32  program  this  week  because  prices  quoted 
were  higher  than  could  be  justified  by  current  market  prices. 

The  700,000  pound  purchase  brings  the  total  purchased  for  export 
to  Greece  under  a  Mutual  Security  Agency  requisition  to  3,576,000  pounds 
since  the  first  purchase  on  March  26.    No  further  purchase  will  be  made 
under  this  program  until  July.    The  Department  will  continue  to  receive 
weekly  bids  under  the  Section  32  program. 
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Farm  Prices  Pise  Almost  1  Percent 

Prices  received  "by  farmers  increased  a  little  less  than  1  percent 
(2  index  points)  during  the  month  ended  May  15,.BAE  said  today  in  its 
monthly  prices  report.    A  sharp  increase  in  hog  prices  and  moderate  upturns 
in  "beef  cattle,  lamb,  cotton,  and  corn  prices  were  primarily  responsible 
for  the  increase.    Decreases  in  prices  received  for  milk,  tomatoes,  straw- 
berries, potatoes,  and  wheat  only  partially  offset  the  increases. 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  held  steady  during  the  month  ended  May  15. 
The  slight  increase  in  prices  received  raised  the  parity  ration  back  to  9h, 
the  March  level.    It  is  7  percent  below  a  year  ago. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention. . . 

We  mailed  you  on  Wednesday  Secretary  Benson's  talk  at  Deadwood, 
S.D.,  and  we've  also  briefed  it  for  attachment  to  this  letter.    We've  also 
sent  you  an  advance  copy  of  John  H.  Davis'  talk  at  Florence,  S.G.  tomorrow. 

Other  mailings  included  a  letter  explaining  the  facts  in  the  USDA 
sale  of  Austrian  winter  peas;  an  announcement  that  50  ships  in  the  James 
Eiver  (Norfolk,  Va.)  would  be  used  for  wheat  storage;  an  announcement  of 
a  study  and  review  of  the  Federal  milk  marketing  order  program;  a  Mexican 
foot-and-mouth  disease  situationer;  and  a  good  story  on  research  and 
mechanization. 

Among  Ourselves . . . 

Don  Looper  leaves  this  weekend  for  the  Houston  BARFD  meeting  and 
some  visits  with  RFD's  between  here  and  there,    Hopes  to  visit  with  as  many 
of  you  as  possible. 


Cordially, 


Ken  Gr,pen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

Enclosures  2 


P.S,  Don't  miss  the  Secretary's  Policy  Statement  on  Foreign  Agricultural 
Trade  and  Technical  Assistance,  being  mailed  to  you  tonight. 


.ATTACHMENT 


Excerpts  from  Land  of  Promise .  an  address  "by  Secretary  Benson  "before  the 
South  Dakota  Livestock  Growers  Association,  Deadwood,  S.D.,  Kay  27,  1953. 

•  We.  must  realize  that  the  American  farm  has  reached  a  level  of 
productivity —  #er  acre,  per  animal,  and  per  man  hour       that  dwarfs 
anything  any  of  us  would  even  have  imagined  two  or  three  decades  ago. 

Our  problem  is  learning  how-to  live  with,  and  manage,  this  agri- 
cultural abundance  ■. 

There  are  really  only  two  alternatives :    We  must  either  eat  up 
or  store  up.    We  must  either  consume  or  control.    We  must  either  use  it  or 
lose  :'it#     ;  '  .  ;  . ,  • 

It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  price  supports  which  raise  the  cost 
of  farm  commodities  above  the  level  of  demand  do  not  lead  to  consumption 
of  abundance  but  to  controls  --  they  do  not  lead  to  eating  up  but  to  storing 
up  —  they  do  not  lead  to  use  but  to  loss. 

In  the  four  months  that  we  have  been  in  office,  a  large  measure 
of  our  efforts  has  had  to  be  directed  to  putting  the  Department  of 
Agriculture's  house  in  order.    We  are  striving  in  every  way  possible  to  give 
the  American  people  more  service  for  less  monty. 

Some  beef  cattle  feeders  have  suggested  that  CCC  corn  might  be 
made  available  to  distressed  feeders  at  reduced  prices...  the  immediate 
advantages  would  be  lowered  feed  costs  to  those  feeders  in  a  position  to 
qualify.    Lowered  feed  costs. . .might  also  cause  an  increase  in  the  willing- 
ness of  feeders  to  go  back  into  the  market  for  feeder  cattle,  thus  improv- 
ing slightly  the  demand  for  and  price  of  range  cattle  this  fall. 

But  the  first  disadvantage  would  be  that  the  total  output  of 
beef  would  be  increased  thereby  accentuating  the  current  adjustment  problem, 
probably  offsetting  the  gains  to  a  small  number  of  feeders  by  some 'reduc- 
tion in  returns  to  many  producers  who  were  not  able  to  qualify  for  reduced- 
price  corn.  .  .  The  second  disadvantage  has  to  do  with  administration.  It 
would  be  very  difficult  to  determine  precisely  which  feeders  might  be 
eligible,  probably  more  diff icult' to  effectively  police  such  a  program. 

In  recent  weeks  the  price  of  cattle  has  stabilized  and  has  even 
shown  evidence  of  strength.    We  are  moving  tremendous  quantities  of  beef; 
during  the  last  six  weeks  the  inspected  slaughter  of  beef  cattle  was  up 
percent  over  a  year  ago.    We  are  eating  our  way  out  of  this  problem. 

I  wish  I  could  develop  all  of  these  commodity  questions  more 
fully,..  They  all  come  down,  however,  to  one  fundamental  question:  Shall 
we  use  our  agricultural  abundance  --or  lose  it? 
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There  is  no  question  which  way  farm  people  want  to  go.  They 
want  to  produce.    It  goes  against  the  grain  to  do  anything  to  stifle 
production.    It  is  our  sincere  aim  to  help  make  it  possible  for  farmers 
to  produce  abundantly       for  stomachs,  not  for  storage       for  consumers, 
not  for  government.    To  do  this,  it  appears  to  me,  there  is  need  for  a 
reappraisal  of  farm  programs. 

Now  let  me  say  again  that  I  do  not  want  -to  tear  any  program 
down.    But  we  should  study  our  price  support  programs  —  not  with  the 
intention  of  giving  the  farmer  less  security,  tut  of  helping  him  to 
achieve  greater  security. 

We  are  moving  forward  with  our  plans  to  "bring  together  the  very 
"best  judgments  on  this  subject.    More  than  100  work  groups  will  have  given 
us  the  benefit  of  their  thought  and  study  before  the  year  is  out.  Hundreds 
of  ideas  and  proposals  sent  in  by  individual  farmers  are  being  studies. 
The  recommendations  of  the  farm  organizations,  the  suggestions  of  the 
agricultural  colleges  and  experiment  stations,  the  thinking  of  committees 
within  the  Department  to  which  we  have  assigned  special  tasks,  will  all  be 
analyzed. 

This  is  building  solidly  --  building  from  the  "grass  roots". 

Already  the  Congress  is  considering  certain  legislation  which 
would  carry  out  some  of  the  President^  pledges  to  farmers...  ¥e  seek  a 
maximum  of  economic  freedom  and  a  minimum  of  Federal  restriction...  It 
is  possible  through  individual  and  group  action  to  solve  many  problems 
and  achieve  many  objectives  with  a  minimum  of  Federal  aid  and  control. 

Even  though  by  individual  and  group  action  much  can  be  accom- 
plished to  solve  agricultural  problems,  we  must  --  and  we  do  recognize 
the  need  for  sound,  adequate  and  effective  price  supports  and  other  farm 
programs . 

But  to  me,  it  is  ran£  defeatism  to  accept  the  present  inadequate 
price  programs  as  the  best  that  free  men  —  free  Americans  —  can  develop. 

It  is  rank  defeatism  to  bow  one's  head  supinely  and  say  that  we 
cannot  find  new,  sound  and  expanded  markets  for  corn,  wheat,  cotton,  meat, 
milk,  and  eggs. 


